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PAIS 102 Special, Trimester 3 2014 


1. “There is no such thing as a society without an ideology. All societies contain — and indeed 
promote — a more or less coherent set of ideas in order that the political interests of some 
groups will prevail over and above the interests of other social groups.” Analyse this statement 
with regard to neoliberalism in the contemporary Australian context. 


2. Is neoconservatism a contradiction of basic conservative principles? 


3. What is distinctive about liberal notions of authority and legitimacy? 


4. Outline and explain the Marxist concept of ideology. 


5. What are the more important precepts of democratic socialism/social democracy? Are these 
precepts plausible? 


6. To what extent can fascism and Nazism be described as extreme forms of nationalism? 


7. What are the internal differences and similarities within feminist thought? 


8. Are there ideas within ecologism that are mutually incompatible with one another? Which 
ideas outside ecologism are most compatible with ecological principles? 


9. To what extent can the rise of religious fundamentalism be attributed to ethnic nationalism? 


10. Which strand of multiculturalism, if any, offers the most sound basis for politics in western 
society? 
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